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'That I should have given pain to Rasay, I am sincerely sorry; atVd am therefore very much pleased that he is no longer uneasy. He still thinks that 1 have represented him as personally giving up the C 'hieftainship. I meant only that it was no longer contested between the two houses, and supposed it settled, perhaps, by the cession of some remote generation, in the house, of Dunvegan. I am sorry the advertisement was not continued for three or four times in the paper.
'That Lord Monboddo and Mr. Macqueen should controvert a position contrary to the imaginary interest of literary or national prejudice, might be easily imagined; but of a standing fact there ought to be no controversy; If there are men with tails, catch an /HWH> t'(iittfatits\ if there was writing of old in the Highlands or Hebrides, in the Krse language, produce the manuscripts. Where men write, they will write to one another, and some of their letters, in families studious of their ancestry, will be kept. In Wales there are many manuscripts.
' I have now three parcels of Lord Hailes's history, which I purpose to return all the next week: that his respect for my little observations should keep his work in suspense, makes one of the evils of my journey. It is in our language, 1 think, a new mock: of history, which tells all that is wanted, and, I suppose, all that is known, without laboured splendour of language, or affected subtilty of conjecture. The exactness of his dates raises my wonder. 1 le seems to have the closeness of llenault1 without his constraint.
1 Mrs. Thrule wan so entertained with your ^///v/tf/9, that she almost read herself blind. She, has a great regard for you.
exertion of practical philosophy to keep myself quiet. I however have done so all this week to admiration : nay, I have appeared good-humoured ; but it has cost me drinking a considerable, quantity of strong brer to dull my faculties.' l.ttttrs <>/ /uuvcv//, p. 215.
1 Voltaire wrote of Hcnault's Afa-fyt* <l<" /'///'.ifnirf <tc la /•>vz>/<Y.t~-'II a etc dans riustoirr rt« qw Kontrnrllc a etc dans la philosophic. II 1'u rnuluc fumilirrc.' Voltaire's /n»r/',r, xvii. ot;. With a quotation from Ilcnuult, ("arlylr Ix-gina his /-'rcttch Rwnlutitw.
9 My /.w/M/f/a /'<>!/>" AI tki' /!ch'ii/»:tt which that lady mid In Unoriginal manuscript. HOSWKJ.I.. Johnson wrote to Mrs. Thrale,' May 22,1775: I am not sorry that you read Boswi'H'H/fW/w/. Is it not ft mc'rry piece? There is much in it about poor me.' 1*toast Lrftcrs, i. 220. 'June it, 1775. You never told me, and I omitted to inquire, how you wm< entertaim'd by HuswrU's/twv/rt/. One would tit ink the man /WArw hired /«» /v a spy V/HW Me. He WUH very diligent, and
'Ofpered that it requires the utmost
